
helping you build a new kind of 
local economy, where you live 



Aims of Economic Evaluation 

• To quantify the potential economic 
value of key resilience-building sectors 

• To focus on food, retrofitting homes 
and renewable energy  

• To recommend a number of projects 
or activities   

• To unite local strategic partners behind 
their delivery   

 

 Outcome: better informed strategic economic planning 
and decision-making, that will help build the resilience of the 

local economy, and so the local community.  



Our stakeholder group 

“The purpose of our local 

economy is to maximise 
the wellbeing of our 
entire community, and to 
do this in a way that uses and 
distributes resources fairly 
and respects natural limits.” 



Why does buying locally matter? 

We are not suggesting 
100% of our requirements 

should or could be met 
locally. There will always 

be trade.  
 

 We are aiming to restore 
some balance, and talk 

about ‘appropriate’ 
localisation where there 

are net benefits overall. 



Potential economic opportunities 
RE-LOCALISING FOOD 

 
£22m leaves our local food 
economy each year. 
 
Local retailers support 3 x 
more jobs as the main 
supermarkets.  
 
Local food producers 
employ 50% more workers 
than larger scale farms. 

ENERGY EFFICIENT HOMES 
 
Retrofitting activity is worth 
£26m (basic) - £75m (full).  
 
This relates to around 70 to 
700 jobs across the supply 
chain. 
 
We want to maximise our 
share of these. 
 

DEVELOPING RENEWABLES 
 
 This could generate over 
£6m worth of energy pa for 
householders and 
community investors.  
 
Solar PV technology alone 
could deliver 370 jobs 
across the supply chain, 
some of them based here.  
 

CARE AND HEALTH Opportunities for local NHS spend and alternative means of exchange. 

Developing 10% of this opportunity is worth over £5m over the next 
1-2 years – worth even more thanks to the local multiplier effect. 



Turning opportunities into reality 



WWW.RECONOMY.ORG 
 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 
 
COME TO OUR EVENTS 
CONNECT, CONTRIBUTE, PARTICIPATE…  

 
Fiona Ward fionaward@transitionnetwork.org  

 

Kindly supported by the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation, the Roddick Foundation and the 
Tudor Trust among others. 

mailto:fionaward@transitionnetwork.org


Growing our local food economy 
In T&D we spend about £30m pa on food and drink 



Growing our local retrofit market 
Retrofitting our homes is worth £26m - £75m 



Growing our local renewables sector 
Our assets can produce over £6m worth of energy pa 
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Renewables value by type, £th pa 

Solar PV Solar thermal Wind  

Wood/biomass AD - gas Gasification 


