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Minutes

Date 27th September 2011
Time 7.30pm
Location Hallhill Healthy Living Centre
Attended by: Gordon Millar, Cllr Paul McLennan, Cllr Jacquie Bell, Denise Wilson, Esther

Hughes, Fay Stanton, Sue Anderson, Graham Metcalfe, Judy Miller
Chair: Gordon Millar
Minutes Esther Hughes

Subject: General Committee Meeting

1. Chairperson’s welcome and introductions

Gordon Millar opened the meeting and welcomed our guest: Mr Jimmy Wilson of East Lothian
Council who would be introducing the Dog Watch scheme to the group.

2. Apologies

Jane McIntyre, Alistair Mackie

3. Jimmy Wilson, East Lothian Council - Dog Watch

Jimmy gave an informative overview of his role in ELC and the Dog Watch initiative: In East
Lothian, stray dogs are a problem, as is dog fouling.  Dunbar is not a major problem area when
compared to others in the county.  Dogwatch was set up in the Tree Scheme two years ago.  It
relies on community help to encourage all members of the community to clean up after their dogs.
Detailed information is required to allow the ELC Dog Warden to take action on a dog owner who
does not pick up/clean up after his/her dog: description of the individual; description of the dog(s);
date and time; car registration or address of the individual. The person reporting (the witness) has
to have seen the incident and be prepared to give a statement. Jimmy can issue a £40 fixed
penalty fine within seven days of the statement being given.  If the dog owner declines to pay then
the witness has to go to court but this rarely happens.  Information is taken in confidence.

Jimmy has been using painting stencils on pavements within Winterfield and the Public Park as
they are cheap and are effective where signage positioning is problematic.  Jimmy has
informational signage on penalties and dog care that can be positioned with consultation with FoW.
He does not think it feasible to issue dog poo bag dispensers but Wardens will issue them on
request.

Discussion

Esther Hughes: Can we buy our own dog poo bins?
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Jimmy Wilson: A number of Community Councils are buying their own dog poo bins.  He felt
that Winterfield and The Public Park had enough bins but if FoW wanted to buy bins (plastic are
£70 each) then ELC would service them.  Bins can be moved, on request, if we felt bins were in
the wrong place.

Sue Anderson: How can we help, particularly in winter?

Jimmy Wilson: Be vigilant and report people you see not picking up their dog’s mess. Dunbar
is a small place and the word will get around very quickly that people are being fined.  It will
make people think.

Gordon Millar: What about professional dog walkers?

Jimmy Wilson: There are many more businesses starting up and some can have 12 dogs at a
time.  Jimmy is trying to set up a code of conduct with some accreditation: “ELC Approved” that
the dog walking companies would agree to abide by.

Gordon Millar: I didn’t think professional dog walkers were allowed to use the park.

Jimmy Wilson: There are plenty of other places to use for this activity other than the park.  He
discourages the use of the park for this.  The code of practice will also do this.

Gordon Millar: I think I’ve seen dog training on the park, is this allowed?

Jimmy Wilson: All dog owners should be in control of their dog even when off the lead.  The
park is a public place and not a suitable place to train dogs or groups of dogs.  If it is an
organised group then this has not been organised through ELC.  Paid for activities within the
park must be licensed and a hire fee paid.  However the park is not an appropriate place for dog
training.

Sue Anderson: How can we get things going?

Jimmy Wilson: I have some promotional material – leaflets, poo bags, stickers and torches that
I can give you to hand out.

Cllr Paul McLennan: We will have Leap Year Day next February where the Council will
encourage new community initiatives and perhaps FoW can have a stall where these can be
distributed.

Conclusion

Jimmy Wilson was thanked for his attendance and useful contribution to the meeting.  Friends of
Winterfield would like to collaborate with ELC’s Dog Watch scheme.

Follow-up Who's responsible? When?
Contact Jimmy Wilson re getting promotional
materials

Esther Hughes Next meeting

.
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4. Adoption of previous minutes

The minutes were approved without amendment.

5. Past summer issues

a) Flowers and grounds maintenance:

Denise Wilson: I contacted Maree Johnson and asked her to have the thistles cut back.  This
hasn’t happened. The bank that we’d expected to be re-turfed is still overgrown.  The thistles
have seeded already so it feels as if we are back to square one.  This year’s wild flowers area
has failed to flower at all.

Gordon Millar: I think I would like to propose that the area, where the turf was removed last
year, is re-turfed as the land is ridged and dangerous to walk on.

Esther Hughes: I left a message on the Dunbar in Bloom website for someone to contact me
but have yet to get a reply.

b) Fairgrounds and Circuses:

Esther Hughes: Alistair Mackie asked me to mention that he’d written to ELC some while ago
stating that Winterfield was not a good place for fairs and circuses and feels that his comments.
We’ve had two fairs without warning and also a circus.  FoW should be on the circulation list to
inform us that these events are taking place and assurances that damage will be put right.

Denise Wilson: We also would like more thought on how parking will be managed.  The fairs
weren’t a problem but one evening the circus resulted in parking down Back Road.

c) Public Park gateway:

Esther Hughes: There are paint markings on the curb and pavement at the Public Park gate
that look like there are to be modifications at that point.  Is there a vehicle access planned at that
point

Denise Wilson: The chain is missing at the other entranceway so cars can now drive straight
into the park.

Cllr Paul McLennan: I’m not aware of any plans to give vehicle access from the Public Park
gate.  I don’t know why the chain is missing either.  I’ll look into it.

d) Progress with golf club:

Cllr Paul McLennan: A meeting will need to take place to join the tennis and golf club to share
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the new golf club building.  Funding is in place this year with building to start early next year.

Graham Metcalfe: I’m a little worried about the location of the clubhouse when you have to
take into account that children will be crossing the road and car park to get to the courts.  Also
it’s to be licensed premises.  Will that be a problem given that children are going to be using the
building?

Cllr Paul McLennan: This isn’t an issue in the Hallhill Healthy Living Centre; I don’t see why it
should be such in the new clubhouse.  The planners would be looking at access to the car park
from the road and perhaps the Tennis club could raise this.

Graham Metcalfe: I didn’t think the Tennis Club had any funds for a new building.

Paul McLennan: ELC would fund a joint club building.

e) Pagoda:

Cllr Paul McLennan: I’ve met with Jackie Burke and nothing seems to be happening with the
funding.  It seems to be reaching the stage where we will need to demolish it.  It will take £200K
to make it safe.

I’ve had some enquiries about setting up the caravan site again: knocking down the Pagoda and
replacing with a toilet block.

Gordon Millar: I think that would be an excellent idea.  Winterfield is ideal: it could be an
income generator for the town and make the pitch and putt and tennis court more viable.  I take
it would only be for touring caravans and camping?

Cllr Paul McLennan: Yes.

Gordon Millar: That’s fine then: the location does not have a good reputation for static
caravans; they get blown off the cliff!

Esther Hughes: If the Pagoda is demolished then can we mark the significance of the building
as a site of entertainment for the town?

Sue Anderson: I would like to see a decision made on the Pagoda.  I’m not happy to go out
fundraising to preserve the Pagoda.

f) Wild Camping:

Esther Hughes: There have been several occurrences of “wild camping” in the park and along
the Prom.  I’m not sure what the rules are but I didn’t think people were allowed to use the park
to camp in without permission.  There are no toilet facilities so what are these people doing?   A
camping site would perhaps ease the problem of wild campers in the park: at least there would
be toilet facilities for people to use if they stay and there would be some regulation.
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g) Rugby pitch/training:

CllrPaul McLennan: The rugby pitch at the Public Park is a temporary arrangement because
Dunbar Grammar School’s pitch is not operative. A new pitch is being built at Hallhill.  There are
no plans as such to develop Winterfield for rugby.

h) Barbeques:

Esther Hughes: We’ve had people using disposable barbeques on the grass.  The heat kills
the grass but I don’t know how we can dissuade people from doing this.  I think it’s probably a
matter for the Benches Seats and Bins subcommittee when it forms.

i) Alcohol and parties:

Esther Hughes: There are parties in the park, usually after dark.  I think most of the people are
probably quite young.

Denise Wilson: I’ve seen myself going around picking up bottles and other rubbish after these
things.  A drinking den was found beside the old rugby club house site but no one has been
caught yet.

Graham Metcalfe: I’ve seen girls walking in the park with older men and what look like carry-
outs.

Cllr Paul McLennan: I think that we should be asking the local community policeman, Kevin
Hughes, to attend the next meeting.  His email is keving.hughes@lbp.ppn.police.uk there’s also
the CAP meeting on 20th October.

Follow-up Who's responsible? When?
Invite Kevin Hughes to the next meeting Esther Hughes Next meeting

6. Bank Account

Discussion

Gordon Millar: We’ve now got a bank account but no money in it.

Esther Hughes: I’m going to need to buy some stationery and I’m concerned about my own lack
of printing facilities

Cllr Paul McLennan: I’ll continue to provide printing of minutes and letters and ask Maree to
give you some funds for your bank account

Follow-up Who's responsible? When?
Contact Denise about the new account and arrange
for some funds to be transferred into it

Cllr Paul McLennan
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7. Committees and 8. Membership

Discussion

Esther Hughes: Owing to my inefficiencies as a secretary I didn’t get the questionnaire out until
a couple of weeks ago and I’ve only had a small response back.  We’ve not got enough to start
active committee work yet.  I think things will improve once we start looking for new “Friends”:
the questionnaires can go out with the application forms.

Cllr Paul McLennan: The launch event for the Dunbar Town House could be an opportunity to
promote the group and get new members.

Cllr Jacquie Bell: You could think of doing something for the Winter Fair on the 27th November.
Louse Nicholson would be able to help with this.

Conclusion

The group agreed to look into using the above events to promote the group at the next meeting.

9. Website and communications

Esther Hughes: I’ve not been able to update the website but I think it’s been me rather than a
problem with the site.  I’ll try again.

10.Any other competent business

None

11. Date of next meeting

Discussion

Cllr Paul McLennan: I’ll book the room for you.

Conclusion

The next committee meeting will be Tuesday 15th November, Hallhill Healthy Living Centre,
at 7.30pm

Follow-up Who's responsible? When?
Book room for next meeting Paul McLennan

12. End of Meeting

Gordon Millar closed the meeting and thanked all that attended. Meeting closed 9.30pm EH.


